Hickman catheter malposition in central venous tributaries: an avoidable error?
We report three cases of erroneous positioning of Hickman catheters into central venous tributaries. The malposition was not diagnosed intraoperatively because of proximity of such veins to the superior vena cava. Suspicion of misplacement raised by early postoperative catheter malfunction should allow for correction by percutaneous vascular catheters.